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Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  2 After 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3 The tempter came to him and said, “If 

you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.’”  
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple.  6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down.  For it is written:  

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,  

and they will lift you up in their hands,  

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”  

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their splendor.  9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 

worship me.”  
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 

God, and serve him only.’”  
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 

 

Over the past few weeks I’ve had to work through some issues with my car.  Now I’ll be 

the first to admit that when it comes to cars I often find myself in a little over my head.  It isn’t 

that I don’t enjoy the mechanical side of automobiles, I just don’t have as much experience as I 

would want to be comfortable trying to fix something on my own.  So, when I have a problem 

with my car, I turn to someone else.  I usually call my dad and ask for any help he can offer and 

then if I need some hands-on help, I turn to one you or if all else fails, I go to a mechanic or a 

body shop. 

It’s nice, when you have a problem, to be able to go to someone who has worked through 

the same or at least a similar issue in the past, isn’t it?  They know what it’s like and they’re 

better equipped to help you than someone who has never dealt with that kind of thing before. 

That’s just as true with cars as it is with any number of issues we come across whether 

it’s a home repair, an assignment you’re working on for work or for school, a health issue, a 

relationship problem, or whatever else it may be.  It’s also true when we’re dealing with the 

biggest problem of them all: sin and the consequences of sin that this world is filled with. 

When it comes to sin, every one of us here is in over our heads.  But over the next six 

weeks, we’re going to see as we study God’s Word, how God has given us the perfect Savior to 

turn to.  By becoming a human being, and living a human life in our world, Jesus was able to 

experience all of the trials and temptations that we face, and He came head to head with all those 

same consequences of sin that we come up against in our day to day lives. 



There may have been another way that God could have rescued us from sin, but in His 

perfect wisdom He knew the best way was to send us a Savior who was Like Us in Every Way a 

Savior whom we could come to as a friend and a brother who knows what it is we are going 

through because He has gone through it too.  Jesus is the perfect Savior to turn to because He 

hasn’t just experienced the same problems as you and I, He has overcome them.  He has 

triumphed over every single one of them, and now He gives that victory to you empowering you 

to triumph over sin and its consequences as well. 

Today, we see how Jesus became like us in our temptations.  Temptation is certainly an 

area where we need outside help, because temptations are brought against us by the devil.  Now, 

sometimes we can forget how big of a threat the devil really is.  And when that happens it makes 

it even easier for him to trick and deceive us.  (The hymn that we just sang, A Mighty Fortress Is 

Our God, is probably one of, if not the most well-known hymns to come out of the Lutheran 

Church.  We almost always sing it on Reformation Day, but it’s also very fitting today too, 

because it talks about temptation.)  This is what Luther has to say in his hymn about the devil 

who comes to tempt us to sin.  He says the old evil foe, our most ancient enemy, the devil, tries 

every day to drag us into the deepest woe the darkest pit imaginable: death—complete separation 

from God and from all of His love and blessings.  The dread arms, the weapons, with which he 

fights against us toward that end are deep guile and great might; he is craftier than you are, and 

far more powerful for he is, after all, a fallen angel and among all of God’s creatures on earth 

there is not a single one of us who can claim to be his equal.  With our might, even with the 

combined strength of all of us here this morning, there is naught—nothing—that we could do to 

withstand the devil and if we were to take up a stance against him, our loss would be swift and 

complete. 

Luther does a good job of reminding us that the devil is a very real and a very dangerous 

threat.  Our Old Testament lesson showed us just how easily Satan can disarm and defeat us 

when he went up to bat against Adam and Eve.  But in our Gospel lesson we see a completely 

different story, Satan goes up against Jesus and He fails miserably.  And Jesus did that for you.  

Our Gospel lesson this morning shows us Jesus being tempted for you and triumphing over 

temptation for you! 

A lot of people miss the point of that Gospel lesson.  They see the devil tempting Jesus, 

they hear Jesus reply with the Word of God, and they think that what we have here is a 

wonderful how-to guide for facing temptation.  Now, it’s true, Jesus does provide us with an 

example that we can follow, but there’s so much more going on here.  God did not send Jesus 

into this world simply to teach us how to live a Christian life; He sent Him here to live a perfect 

life as our substitute!  Jesus came to live a perfect life in our place so that when He offered His 

life up on the cross He could transfer that perfect life, that righteousness to you.  The devil knew 

if he could get Jesus to break God’s law even once then He wouldn’t be able to save us. 

So he tempted Jesus to doubt God’s care and take matters into His own hands by turning 

the desert stones into bread, just as he had tempted Adam and Eve to do by coaxing them to eat 

the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and just as He tempts you and me to do 

when he slips the thought into our minds that keeping a healthy diet of God’s Word by daily 

going to Him for strength isn’t as important as spending that time on our career, or spending it 

enjoying all of the wonderful creature comforts in our lives.  Forget God, He says, look at all the 

stuff you could have!  Go on, take it.  Enjoy it.  You deserve it!  But where Adam and Eve 

failed—where you and I have failed countless times—Jesus triumphed.  It is written, Jesus said, 

Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.   



So you trust your heavenly Father, is that it? Satan countered.  Prove it.  Test the truth of 

God’s Word see if it really works.  He says He’ll send His angels to protect You so throw 

Yourself off of this temple and see if they come to rescue You.  He did the same thing with 

Adam in the garden, told him to question God’s Word and test it.  And he does the same thing 

with you.  God says he forgives all of your sins, right?  So why not do it just this one time?  

Look at all the other people doing it, see how much fun they are having?  God wants you to have 

fun, He can always forgive you later, and so on and so on…  It sounds pretty pathetic when I say 

it, but I’m nowhere near as good at it as the devil is.  He’s gotten us to test God and to question 

His Word so many times and in so many different ways.  He got Adam to do it in the garden.  

But He didn’t get Jesus.  It is also written, Jesus replied, Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.   

So Satan tried again.  He gave Jesus a chance to have it all—every kingdom, every 

person, all the glory—and all without suffering so much as a scratch or shedding a single drop of 

blood—all Jesus had to do was bow down and worship him.  The devil hasn’t offered me the 

whole world, because he didn’t have to, I sold for way less, and so have you.  Do this, it’ll make 

you look cool in front of your friends.  Use this kind of language, you’ll fit in better.  Get drunk, 

it’ll make you feel good.  Go ahead and get sexually intimate with that person I think you’ll 

really enjoy it.  Starting with Adam and Eve, it hasn’t taken anything more than a piece of fruit, 

an ego boost, or a momentary feeling of pleasure to get us bowing down on our knees to worship 

him instead of God.  But where we all have failed, Jesus triumphed.  Away from me, Satan, 

Jesus commanded!  For it is written: Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only. 

The devil knew that if He could get Jesus to sin even once, then He wouldn’t be able to 

redeem us.  So he gave it his best shot, used all the tricks he had up his sleeve; he tempted Jesus 

with more than he has ever had to tempt us.  But Jesus triumphed and He did it for you.  The 

devil would come back again and again to try to get Jesus to compromise His Father’s will but 

all along Jesus never so much as wavered.  Even as Jesus was hanging on the cross, moments 

away from completing our salvation, Satan was still trying: If you are God’s anointed one, save 

Yourself (Lk 23:39).  But Jesus triumphed yet again, Father, He said, into Your hands, I 

commit My Spirit (Lk 23:46) and then the words crushed the devil and any hope he had 

remaining, It is Finished (Jn 19:30). 

Jesus triumphed over temptation and the devil, and He did it for you.  For every time you 

have fallen prey to the devil’s deep guile and great might, Jesus acted as your perfect substitute.  

And now having defeated Satan and stripped him of his power Jesus credits His perfect life to 

you.   

The devil is a powerful adversary, so powerful that, as the hymn we sang and as our own 

experience can testify, when it comes to facing him, we’re in over our heads.  But Luther doesn’t 

end his banner hymn on a note of hopelessness, he goes on: But for us fights the valiant one 

whom God Himself elected.  You ask who it is?”  It’s Jesus Christ, the Almighty Lord.  There is 

no other God.  He holds the field forever.  Though devils all the world should fill all eager to 

devour us, we tremble not, we fear no ill; they shall not overpower us.  Satan himself may scowl 

as fierce as he will, he cannot harm us.  He is beaten, the deed is done.  One little word can fell 

him.  Jesus, is by our side with His good gifts and Spirit.  Our victory is won; the kingdom’s ours 

forever. 

When you’re up against the devil and faced with temptations remember that you have a 

Savior who became just like you, who faced temptations just like you, and who was victorious!  

That same Jesus is with now, by your side when Satan comes at you.  That same Jesus, who has 



already defeated the devil gives you the same weapon He used to defeat him: the Almighty Word 

of God, the sword of the Spirit.  He gives you Himself, His love, His forgiveness, and His 

righteousness.  He declares you His child and places His name—that one little word that can fell 

the evil foe—on you.  With a Savior like that, there’s only one little word left to say.  Amen. 

 


